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1. INTRODUCTION 
The aim of this booklet is to provide grade 9 learners and their 
parents with information in order to make meaningful subject 
choices. 
 

2. HOW DO I CHOOSE THE RIGHT SUBJECTS? 
You may be tempted to just choose subjects based purely on 
your personal interests, preferences or ease of the subjects. Of 
course, this is your choice, but if you have no idea what you 
want to do after school, here’s some advice before you choose 
your subjects. 

  
 Before choosing your subjects, you should consider the following 
 steps: 
 
 STEP 1:  Firstly, figure out what your interests are and get to 

   know yourself. gather information about possible  

   career opportunities. 
 
 STEP 2:  Take note of the structure of the National Senior   
   Certificate (NSC) and the Independent Examination Board 
   (IEB) Certificate. 
 
 STEP 3:  Make sure you are aware of the admission requirements 

   for studies at a tertiary institution. 
 
 STEP 4: Decide between Mathematics and    
   Mathematical Literacy – a very important  
   decision! 
 
 STEP 5:  Decide now on a safe choice of subjects for Grade 10 – 12. 

 

   Now let’s start the journey together! 



 

3. SELF-EVALUATION 
 
Sufficient knowledge and understanding of each child and his/her 
abilities, personality, aptitude and ideals are necessary in order to 
make the best subject choices for his/her future career. The “bigger 
picture” should be considered, and not only one aspect, such as 
interest. Aptitude tests should be evaluated together with academic 
performance, motivation, et cetera. 

Every child is unique 

Children have different abilities, aptitudes, interests, personalities 
and ideals. Even siblings don’t won’t necessarily make the same 
choices and your child’s ideals may also differ from yours. 

Mental ability 

This is the innate potential for studying and achievement that your 
child possesses. The complexity of each person, as well as the 
influence of environmental factors, makes it very difficult to 
determine exactly what a child’s academic capabilities are.  

Parents and learners should try to make realistic choices based on 
proven performance (school reports) and not based on the child’s IQ 
score. Academic performance in Grades 7 to 9 is a good indication of 
what to expect from your child in Grades 10 to 12. It is unlikely that 
poor performance will spontaneously improve in the higher grades. 

Aptitude 

Aptitude is the potential of a person to reach a certain level with a 
given amount of training and practice. Aptitude, together with 
interest, attitude, motivation and other characteristics, determines 
the eventual success in a certain field. 

 

 



 

Grade 9 learners write the Differential Test (DAT), of which the results 
and a graphical representation (in respect of sub-tests, aptitude, 
subject field and tertiary study fields) are supplied to you. The higher 
the score between 1 and 9, the better the child’s aptitude in the given 
area. 

Interest 

A child should be interested in the subjects he/she chooses in order 
to perform well in them. Interest can also be expressed in a hobby if 
it can’t be satisfied through school subjects or future careers. 

4. SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

• A subject is only offered in Grade 10 if enough learners choose the 
subject (approximately 30 learners).  

•   Accounting may NOT be taken without Mathematics. 
•   Physical Sciences may NOT be taken without Mathematics. 
•   Mathematics – a minimum of 50% in the June and November 

examinations is required.  
• A learner should achieve at least 40% (Level 3) at the end of Grade 

9 in any of the other choice subjects in order to choose it in Grade 
10. 

• Learners who fail subjects in Grade 9 are discouraged from 
choosing those subjects in Grade 10.  

• Information Technology – Learners will complete a practical 
assessment task. Admission will be determined based on these 
results.  

• Information Technology (IT) can only be taken together with 
Computer Applications Technology (CAT) if it is taken as an 
eighth subject. This combination is not recommended. 

• Learners who required university admission should study the 
admissions requirements of the different tertiary institutions. 

• A limited number of learners can be admitted to Computer 
Applications Technology (CAT), Information Technology (IT), 
Hospitality Studies and Agricultural Technology due to timetable 
and classroom constraints. Learners are therefore selected for 
these subjects. 



 

• Engineering Graphics and Design (IGO) - Grade 9 Technology 
(Drawing) minimum 60% raw mark in June and November 
examinations. 

• Make sure whether your child needs Mathematics and/or 
Physical Sciences for further study. (An average of 50% or 60% is a 
minimum requirement at some universities.) 

 

It is important to note that certain fields of study at universities require 
unique subject combinations. The onus is on the parent and child to 
study these requirements and the school cannot be held responsible 
should any subject choices disadvantage your child in future. 
 

5. REGISTRATION FOR AN EIGHTH SUBJECT (ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS) 
 

The Department of Education requires that learners apply for the 
concession to take an additional subject.  In the past, the 
Department allowed the school to manage this at our own 
discretion, but in future learners will have to follow the formal 
application process.  As a result of this, learners who want to take an 
8th subject, must indicate their choice on the subject choice form 
and must keep in mind that final approval must be obtained from 
the Department.  
If a learner considers the option of taking an additional subject, the 
following arrangements will apply: 

• The learner should take the additional subjects from Grade 10 
to Grade 12. A learner may only complete the 8th subjects 
during the grade 12 year. 

• All formal assessment requirements (SBA) are also applicable to 
additional subjects.  

• If the number of learners that apply for an 8th subject does not 
justify the allocation on the time table, learners will have to 
work in additional contact time after school hours as prescribed 
by the Department. 



 

6. SUBJECT CHANGES 
 
Subject changes will only be allowed in consultation with staff 
involved, (Subject teachers, HOD LO, Deputy Head: Academics) and 
with the permission of the Principal. 
 
In Grade 10: Subject changes will only be allowed in exceptional 
cases until the end of February. Thereafter changes will only be 
considered in the second term until the end of May. 
In Grade 11: Only TWO subject changes will be considered in 
exceptional cases before the end of March. 
In Grade 12: Only ONE subject change will be considered in 
exceptional cases, with written permission from the Department of 
Education. 
 
NOTE: If a learner changes from Mathematics to Mathematical 
Literacy and he/she also takes Physical Sciences or Accounting as 
choice subject, the choice subject should also be changed and all 
work for the new subject must be completed.  

 

7. PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS 

 Promotion requirements for Grades 8 and 9 

• Home Language on at least code 4 (50%) 
• First Additional Language on at least code 3 (40%) 
• Mathematics on at least code 3 (40%) 
• Any three other subjects on at least code 3 (40%) 
• Any two other subjects on at least code 2 (30%) 

 

 



 

Promotion requirements for grades 10 to 12 

 Offer seven subjects, including: 

• One language on Home Language level 
• One language on First Additional Language level 
• Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy 
• Life Orientation 
• THREE choice subjects 

Subject combinations and School-based Assessment (SBA) 

In order to qualify for a National Senior Certificate, all learners 
should offer SEVEN approved subjects (two languages, Mathematics 
or Mathematical Literacy, Life Orientation and THREE choice 
subjects) and give proof or School-based Assessment (SBA) in each 
of the seven subjects. Life Orientation, a compulsory subject, is the 
only subject that may be assessed internally during the year and for 
which there is no formal examination at the end of the Grade 12 year. 
School-based Assessment in each of the six subjects (except Life 
Orientation and practical subjects) represent 25% of the final 
examination mark. 
Should a candidate not comply with the requirements for School-
based Assessment, the results for that subject(s) will not be 
released. However, the candidate will have an opportunity to submit 
completed portfolios before 15 March. The “shelf life” of SBA is three 
years. 

 

 

 

 



 

National Senior Certificate (NSC) promotion requirements: 

There are three levels: 
a) Senior Certificate 
b) Diploma 
c) Baccalaureus degree (Matric exemption) 

Minimum requirements for senior certificate: 
• Pass Home Language (Code 3) (40 - 49%) 
• Pass any TWO other subjects (Code 3) (40 - 49%) 
• Pass any THREE other subjects (Code 2) (30 - 39%) 
• Submit proof of continuous evaluation a SEVENTH subject. 

 
Minimum requirements for admission to a diploma course: 
• NSC achieved 
• Language of teaching and learning (of the institution): Code 2 (30 – 

39%)  
• (Life Orientation cannot be one of the four subjects) 

Minimum requirements for admission to a Baccalaureus degree (matric 
exemption)  
• NSC achieved 
• Language of teaching and learning (of the institution): Code 4 (50-

59%) 
• FOUR approved subjects: Code 4 (50 – 59%) 
• (Life Orientation may not be one of these subjects) 

 
NOTE: Each university has its own minimum requirements for specific 
course options. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

8. UNIVERSITY ADMISSION POINTS SCORE (APS) 

Most institutions use this point system to measure performance in the 
Grade 12 examinations. Since 2009 the Admission Point Score (APS) is 
used for performance in the National Senior Certificate. (It replaces the 
old M count system.) 

The NSC has seven levels of performance: 

  NSC performance level %   

  7 80-100   

  6 70-79   

  5 60-69   

  4 50-59   

  3 40-49   

  2 30-39   

  1 0-29   

                

 

 

 

 

 

     



 

Conversion of performance:  
 
EXAMPLE 

   % APS calculation  

 English HL  80 % 7  

 Afrikaans EAT  75 % 6  

 Mathematics  46 % 3  

 Life Orientation  -   

 Physical Sciences  51 % 5  

 Life Sciences  76 % 6  

 Geography  80 % 7  

     APS = 34  

 

NOTE: The performance level for Life Orientation is not considered for 
the APS at most institutions. 

An institution assigns a minimum APS for each program or course. 
Additional subject requirements may apply for certain programmes. For 
example, B.Sc. may require an APS of 25 as well as an NSC performance 
level of 5 for Mathematics. When the APS is calculated, all six subjects (LO 
excluded) are considered out of the total subject list. 

 

 

 



 

 

9. POST-SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS FOR FURTHER TRAINING 

UNIVERSITY 
 

• All universities have specific faculty requirements that must be 
complied with. This includes minimum requirements per subject. 

• Some courses are subject to selection. 
• Parents and learners should study the relevant requirements. 
• Complete information regarding admission requirements can be 

found in brochures, websites and yearbooks or universities. 
 

10. ROLE OF THE PARENT 
 
Support your child in this difficult decision. 
Please be realistic about your child’s abilities. 
Make informed choices, do proper research. 
Be part of the decision, but don’t choose for your child. 
 
The learner will complete the subject choice for with the parent’s 
help and return it, signed, to the register teacher of the learner. 
Should the subject choices not meet the requirements, the form will 
be returned to the parent with recommendations. The revised 
subject form should be return to the Head of Department: Life 
Orientation no later than 31 August. 

 
11. USEFUL WEBSITES 

www.postmatric.co.za 
www.pacecareers.com 
www.edumatch.co.za 
www.gostudy.net 

 

 

http://www.postmatric.co.za/
http://www.pacecareers.com/
http://www.edumatch.co.za/
http://www.gostudy.net/

