
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 April 2020 
 
Dear parents/guardians 
 
RE: COVID-19 AND LOCKDOWN TIME 
 
We want to start by expressing the hope that you and your families are safe when you receive this letter. Thank you 
for your patience and understanding as we adapt to the drastic changes in society over the last few weeks. We have 
incredible appreciation for our learners, parents, teachers and support staff for their positivity, flexibility and patience 
during these challenging times. 
As everyone can understand, we find ourselves in challenging times of worry and uncertainty. Right now no one can 
budget or plan for the near future. This global pandemic is going to be part of our history, whichever way it may play 
out. The challenges facing us as humanity place enormous pressure and responsibility on everyone around the world, 
and no one is indemnified. 
The school as an entity still has certain responsibilities – firstly towards its learners, but also to make the school a 
success overall. To be sustainable and accountable in these uncertain times, Merensky High School still has to fulfill 
its responsibilities. 
 
We would just like to discuss the following points: 
 

1. School fees 

School fees are a statutory obligation payable annually. Merensky permits parents to pay school fees over 10 or 11 
months. At MHS we believe in "value for money" and therefore our parents' attitude towards paying their school 
fees is favourable. 
We would like to take this opportunity to appeal to our parents to please continue with the payment of your 
children's school fees (11 months' payments). All schools depend on their parents' support in this regard. All schools 
have maintenance costs, loans, salaries of governing body-appointed staff and other expenses to be paid. 
As at the beginning of the year, parents can apply for a waiver if their salary has changed or dropped out. The required 
forms will have to be completed (with the necessary evidence) and returned for consideration by the governing body. 
 

2. Hostel fees 

Just like the specific functions of the school, there are still responsibilities that the hostel must fulfill. Salaries, 
electricity etc. must still be paid. We would like to request that parents continue to pay their hostel fees.  
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The governing body of Merensky High School is currently negotiating with Empact, the hostel's service provider, 
about the waiver of food and cleaning costs. If this works out favourably, a credit balance will be worked out for each 
hostel learner when schools reopen. The cost of “meals and cleaning products” will then be reduced on future 
charges of residence fees. These arrangements will be communicated to you as parent / guardian in writing. 
 

3. Tour fees 

There are many requests from parents about the refund of tour fees. The governing body is in communication with 
the various schools and institutions about the fees that the school has already paid them. You will remember that 
schools closed earlier in March. All tour fees were already paid by then. We are in the process of trying to recover 
these fees from the various institutions. 
If we receive these tour fees back from the schools and institutions to which it was paid, it can be used to recover 
school fees in arrears. If you have any queries in this regard, you can contact Linda Badenhorst by email at  
finansies@hsmerensky.co.za. 
 

4. Academic time / workload 

Just as you, as a parent, are uncertain and have concerns about what the rest of the academic year will look like, we 
believe that no education corps, including the Department of Basic Education, currently has clarity on what is going 
to happen. Governing bodies, heads of schools and teachers are equally uncertain, and will remain so until the 
lockdown is over. The reason for this is that an official schedule for the remaining academic time can only be 
determined after the lockdown is lifted. Planning can only then take place effectively. 
In our communication of school work to the learners at the moment, we focus intensely on the work that we consider 
to be essential. We urge all parents to ensure that the learners are actively engaged with the content that teachers 
post on the various groups. Learners are welcome to communicate with teachers if they do not understand. 
 

5. Stay positive 

Enjoy the small moments: even during the lockdown you still have many small and precious moments to enjoy. The 
smell of coffee, the safe feeling of being with loved ones and so much more. 
Strengthen your relationships: now is the opportunity to spend time with your loved ones. Take the time to hug 
your children or partner, look them in the eye, have long conversations with them – all these gestures promote 
closeness. 
Seek the good in others: These types of crises can bring out the worst as well as the best in human nature. We like 
to think that the best in human nature shines through in the midst of Covid-19. Philanthropists donate money to 
scientists to find a cure. Doctors and medical staff work overtime to help sick patients. Neighbourhoods put 
together care packages for people in need. People post positive messages on social media. Friends from all over the 
world reach out to one another. If we join these positive and pro-social aspects of the crisis, we are united in hope. 
 
GLORY TO OUR MAKER AND FATHER. 
 
Plasie greetings, 
 
MERENSKY GOVERNING BODY 
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